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Upstate and Central New York will be
remembered by our loss of Randy Pot-
ter. Today, we remember his life and
the many moments of joy he shared
throughout our community. May we all
learn a lesson from his life and zest for
sparking joy and laughter in those
around him.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JOE FUSCO, JR.

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the tragic passing of
one of my district’s great public serv-
ants, the Honorable Joseph Fusco, Jr.,
the former mayor of Rome, New York.

Mayor Fusco was a dedicated public
servant, who led an incredible life. He
first served as Rome City councilman
and then as the 42nd mayor of Rome
from 2011 to 2015, a job he performed
with integrity, passion, and determina-
tion.

Joe led by example. He was always a
smiling face and a helping hand. He
oversaw the completion of the Mohawk
River Trail, and in what little spare
time he had, would participate in vol-
unteer work across the community. He
also hosted a terrific charity motor-
cycle ride across our beautiful region,
an event I always looked forward to
participating in each year. His dedica-
tion to public service carries on
through his son, Joseph, III, who be-
came a Rome firefighter in 2007.

I have no doubt that Rome, New
York, is a better place because of the
legacy of Mayor Fusco and the legacy
that he leaves behind. I also extend my
deepest condolences to Mayor Fusco’s
family, as they are grieving deeply at
this time. This includes his beloved
wife and dear friend, Laurie, his son,
Joe, and many grandchildren. He will
be greatly missed by many. Again, his
legacy will not be forgotten.
RECOGNIZING PRISCILLA ‘‘PEEP’”’ WILLIAMS FOR

HER ATHLETIC AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Ms. Priscilla, also
known as Peep, Williams, a standout
athlete and student from New York’s
22nd District.

As an 8th grader in 2017, Peep was
named to the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes Lacrosse Girls National Mid-
dle School Team. From there, the hon-
ors just keep pouring in.

As a freshman in the spring of 2019,
Peep stormed into the Seton Academy
lacrosse scene, breaking the school’s
individual scoring record that was pre-
viously held by Seton’s first Naval
Academy appointee, who also happened
to be her big sister, Maddie, who I had
the distinguished honor of recom-
mending an appointment to the U.S.
Naval Academy.

Peep is a 2021 USA Lacrosse Aca-
demic All-American and a member of
the U-18 National Team. In this year’s
off season, Peep also won the New York
State Sectional Tennis Championship.
Ms. Williams recently signed her letter
of intent to travel nearly 3,000 miles
from home where she will play for an
institution with a standard of excel-
lence in both athletics and academics,
the Stanford Cardinals.
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Please join me in congratulating
Peep and wishing her all the best in her
future endeavors and know she will
continue to represent our community
with grace and determination. I wish
the best to her parents, wonderful
members of our community as well.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. HAROLD BLACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize my dear friend, Dr.
Harold Black. The University of Geor-
gia, his alma mater, recently an-
nounced it will name a new residence
hall in his honor.

He was the first Black student to en-
roll in the university’s Terry College of
Business, graduating with a bachelor of
business administration in economics.
He completed his education by earning
his master of the arts and Ph.D. in eco-
nomics from Ohio State University.

Dr. Black then led an accomplished
career working for financial institu-
tions. He served as Deputy Director of
the Department of Economic Research
and Analysis in the United States Of-
fice of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, Director and Chairman of the
Nashville branch of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Atlanta, and consulted
for several major banking corpora-
tions.

Dr. Black later used his public and
private sector experience to teach fi-
nance in the higher education system.
Following tenures at several univer-
sities, Dr. Black eventually settled at
my alma mater, the University of Ten-
nessee in Knoxville.

Dr. Black shared his knowledge with
students in the Haslam College of Busi-
ness for 24 years until his retirement in
2011. Throughout his career, Dr. Black
published his financial research in out-
lets like the American Economic Re-
view, the Journal of Banking and Fi-
nance, and the Journal of Monetary
Economics. He received many awards
for his teaching and research. Dr.
Black continues to write, publishing a
weekly column in my favorite news-
paper, the Knoxville Focus.

Congratulations on your recent rec-
ognition from the University of Geor-
gia, Dr. Black. Our community is proud
of your achievements, and I for one
enjoy reading your views on economics,
and for making it so even a person of
my intelligence level can understand
what you are saying. I really appre-
ciate it.

HONORING PETTY OFFICER SECOND CLASS CHRIS
AL-BRETT

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor Petty Officer Second Class
Chris Al-Brett as Tennessee’s Second
District’s Veteran of the Month.

Chris enrolled in avionics school at
the Naval Air Technical Training Cen-
ter in Millington, Tennessee, in 1969.
Later that year, he reported to Attack
Squadron 174 based at Naval Air Sta-
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tion Cecil Field, which defended the
beaches of Northeast Florida against a
potential communist invasion.

He worked on an A-7 Corsair 2 Light
Attack Bomber. Chris later transferred
to Attack Squadron 176 in Virginia. In
1972, he embarked aboard the aircraft
carrier USS Franklin Delano Roosevelt
for a mission in the Mediterranean Sea.
After serving overseas, Chris was hon-
orably discharged from the U.S. Navy
in 1974.

In 2015, Chris joined the Captain Bill
Robinson Chapter 1078 of the Vietnam
Veterans of America. He became the
chapter’s public information officer,
and the chapter received the Vietnam
Veterans of America’s 2017 Chapter of
the Year award thanks in part to his
leadership.

In December 2020, Chris joined the
United Veterans Council of East Ten-
nessee’s Board of Directors as its pub-
lic information officer. He was recently
elected as the board’s president, a posi-
tion he will assume this year.

Mr. Speaker, we thank Chris for his
service to our country and to his fellow
veterans. I wish him the very best at
the start of his new position.

———
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COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AND ONLINE SEXUAL EXPLOI-
TATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, today is
National Human Trafficking Aware-
ness Day, and I rise to bring attention
to the horrific increase in human traf-
ficking and online sexual exploitation.

Since the pandemic began, traf-
ficking and sexual exploitation have
skyrocketed in my own home State of
Missouri and across the United States
of America and the world.

I have made it a priority to support
survivors and hold websites account-
able for facilitating sex trafficking.

I am proud to be the only Member of
Congress in over 20 years to success-
fully amend section 230 of the Commu-
nications Decency Act with my bill,
the Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act,
or FOSTA.

In the coming weeks, Mr. Speaker, 1
will introduce multiple pieces of legis-
lation to combat human trafficking,
child sexual exploitation, and online
sexual exploitation.

We must come together to eliminate
this barbaric trade.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 16
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Great and wonderful God, Your
knowledge is too wonderful for us. Yet,
You have put at our disposal minds
that You Yourself designed and the
wisdom of the centuries.

May we be responsible stewards of
these grace gifts.

Your Spirit abides with us wherever
we go. We cannot flee from You.
Whether we explore the skies or reside
in our innermost thoughts, You are
there.

May we find ourselves this day to be
of Your enduring presence.

If we travel to far-flung places or find
ourselves far from our own homes,
wherever we are, distance means noth-
ing to You. Your hand offers guidance,
Your word direction.

May we take heed of how You are
steering our lives.

And when we are lost in the darkness
of decision, when night falls on our
hope for agreement and mutual accord,
cause our night to shine like the day.

Relieve our darkness with the light
of Your truth.

In Your gracious and merciful name
we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved.

————————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. DEAN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. DEAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed bills of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 450. An act to award posthumously the
Congressional Gold Medal to Emmett Till
and Mamie Till-Mobley.
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S. 3451. An act to include certain com-
puter-related projects in the Federal permit-
ting program under title XLI of the FAST
Act, and for other purposes.

———————

THE NEED FOR AFFORDABLE
HOUSING

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, last
week a fire in Philadelphia killed 12
people, including 8 children. While our
city mourned, just days later, a fire in
New York killed 17, including 8 chil-
dren.

These two events have at least three
things in common: a high loss of life,
an extraordinary number of children
killed, all in public housing over-
crowded with families who cannot af-
ford to move.

Too many families are in this posi-
tion because of our Nation’s housing
crisis. We say we need affordable hous-
ing, so let me speak plainly. We need
more housing, affordable public and
private housing, that families with low
income can actually afford.

In the Philadelphia area, there are
tens of thousands of people on waiting
lists that are nearly a decade closed or
years long.

We in Congress have a role to play. In
the Build Back Better Act is $150 bil-
lion to repair and restore existing
housing and to build more public and
affordable private housing. That will be
a powerful start.

As the Senate stalls, more families
are in danger. It is time this House,
and their house, helps others find
theirs.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF TROOPER
JOHN HORTON

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Trooper John
Horton of the North Carolina Highway
Patrol. On January 3, he passed away
in a tragic accident in the line of duty.
He was a 15-year veteran of the unit
and was assigned to Rutherford Coun-
ty.

His two younger siblings, James and
Joe, served alongside him at one point
in the Highway Patrol. They were the
first and only trio of siblings to ever
work simultaneously in the Highway
Patrol in North Carolina’s history.

My prayers go out to Trooper Hor-
ton’s family, his wife, and six children.
May his memory and service to his
community serve as an inspiration for
future generations of law enforcement
officers to come.

——————

KEEPING HOMES SAFE AND WARM

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
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Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam
Speaker, temperatures this week in
Buffalo and western New York are in
single digits.

My community has some of the old-
est housing stock in the country. Keep-
ing these homes safe and warm is ex-
pensive. Failing to do so can be life
threatening.

This year, Congress approved $876
million in additional Home Energy As-
sistance Program funding for seniors
and families in New York to afford en-
ergy. The infrastructure bill goes fur-
ther, providing a historic $3.5 billion
nationwide for weatherization. This
funding means that old houses will bet-
ter withstand extreme weather as well
as supporting green energy jobs.

But we can’t stop there. We must do
more. This Congress must enact the re-
newable energy provisions in Build
Back Better so entire neighborhoods in
my community can be retrofitted for
long-term resilience. I urge the Senate
to enact these provisions now.

———

HONORING AGNES TURK’S 108TH
BIRTHDAY

(Mr. STAUBER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Agnes Turk, a con-
stituent from the great Eighth District
of Minnesota, who is celebrating her
108th birthday this week.

Born in Pennsylvania, Agnes soon
after moved to the Twin Ports area and
has lived there ever since.

As a young woman, Agnes valued her
education so much that she walked 2
miles to school every day, rain or
snow. She later went to business
school, showing the spirit of hard work
instilled in her.

Since the 1930s, Agnes has lived a
beautiful life in Duluth, Minnesota,
where she and her husband, John,
raised three boys.

While John worked for U.S. Steel and
the family operated a theater and an
oil service station together, they hap-
pily lived out their American Dream.

Additionally, Agnes is a dedicated
mother; a patriotic citizen, who has
never missed voting in an election; and
a faithful churchgoer.

She has touched the lives of so many
people in the Northland, and her im-
pact on Duluth will always be remem-
bered.

I am proud to wish my good friend
Agnes a happy 108th birthday and an-
other year of health and happiness.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF ODELL
BARRY

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to recognize a friend and
adviser, a gentleman named Odell
Barry of Northglenn, Colorado, who
passed away on January 3, 2022.
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